The Foreign Travels of 


ir John Mandeville. 


— — 


CONTAINING. ö 
an Account of remote Kingdoms, Coun- 
tries, Rivers, Caſtles, &c. Together 
with a Deſcription of Giants, Pigmies, 
and various other People of odd Dg- * 
formities ; as alſo their Laws, Cuſtomy; Þ 
and Manners. Likewiſe, enchants& #4 
Wilderneſſes, Dragons, Griffins, and 


many more wonderful Beaſts of Prey, 
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CH at 1. f. 
Sit John' s Travels to the Holy Land, and |, 
of the enchanted Hawk, th 


1 SIR JOHN MANDEVILLE, Kat. , 
born in the Old Town: of St. Alban's, II. 
ſet forward to travel on Michaelmas Day, I. 
1732, to the ticly Land, and ſhall give] w. 
an account of all the remarkable things co 
in the countries th; ougb which 1 paſſed, ly 
as follows: Firſt, in my way to Jeruſa- w. 
lem, I paſſed through Almain, Hungary, Irie 
and fo to Conſtentinoble, where before] - 
St. Stepher,?. churth is the image of Jul- "0 
tinian the Emperor, on horſeback, crown-J\,;, 
ed, holding an apple in his hand. From ho 
thence 1 pal led Go h Turkey, Nika pat 
and {ſeveral iſlands, . 451. t excld men ks 
hunting with pampeons, liks leopards the; 

_ catching wild dcafts, quicker than hounci 


re 
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From thence I paſſed on to Jeruſalem, 


and went on a pilgrimage to the church, 


where is the holy grave; in the middle 


af the church is a taberaacle, on the right 


fide of which is the ſepalchre of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt ; and the croſs on which he 


was crucified ſtanding in a mortis by it. 
In this mortis, it is faid, Adam's head was 
found after the flood. 255 , 
Travelling on farther I came to a coun- 
try wherein ſtands the caſtle of Cyprus ; 
there I beheld a curious hawk ffiting on 
a porch, and a beautiful Lady of Fairy- 
Land keeping it; and it is ſaid, he that 
will watch ſeven days and ſeven nights, 
without company or ſleep, this lady will 
come and grant him the richeſt of world- 
ly things he ſhall crave ; and the truth of 
which hath been proved often by expe- 
tience. - 
The men here are proper and of fine 
complexions, their cloaths richly beſet 


om qhort. hard favoured, and go ſor the moſt 
kafpatt bare footed, their garments poor and 


elNlkort, that it comes but to the middle of 
their thighs, yet their fleeves ſo extraor- 
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dinary long, that they hang down to their 
toes. Theic hair Jong and lank. 


re. . 2 


Deſcription of an odd Sort ef People; of | 7 
India's extraordinary Eels, and of other 
remarkable Wonders. 


FROM hence I came to the land of t* 
1 of Ethiope, where I beheld many] m 
ſtrange things. Here is a well, whoſef| w 
water is ſo cold in the day, as no man dare] to 
driok it, and ſo hot in the night, you can- 
not bear your finger in it. There is ſtill in 
one thing remark:ble in this place, forf tic 
there are a fort of men who have one] ex 
foot, yet ſo ſwift as to exceed the deer in] hi. 
running. This foot is ſo large in compaſs, | ca 
that when they have a mind to reſt, ly- 
ing on their backs it ſhelters the body from rei 
the heat af the fun, or ſhowers of rain. of 
When their children come firſt into} lor 
the world, they are of a ruſſet complexi-ſ va! 
on, but as they grow up they turn per- I {p! 
fectly black. One of the wite men who 
fought for our Lord in Bethlebem, was 
King of this country. 


1 . 5 | 
From thence I went through many. | 
Hands in India, where are gels, 30 feet | 
in length, and the men who fiſh there | 

are of different colours, ſuch as green, 

b yellow, blue, &c. It is ſo warm in the 
iſlands about here, that the {men's mem- 
bers hang down to their ſhins, but thoſe 
of better brecding conceal them by tying 
dem up. In the heat of the day the | 
yi men and. women lay themſelves under 
ſel water, and the women are not afhamed 
rel to appear naked beſore the men. vob 
n-| In the iſland of Lombe they worſhip 
ill] images according to their own imagina- 
orf tion; and here there are wonderful rats, 
nel exceeding the talleſt hounds; and they 
in} bunt theſe rats with maſtiff dogs, who 

ils, can ſcarce conquer them. 

y- From thence I paſſed through the fo- 
ml reſt of Tombar, where grow abundance 
of ſpices, and came to a city called Po- 
to lomes, where is a well, whoſe waters are 
if variavle every hour, taking of changeable 
ſpices and rich odors; and whoever drinks 
of this water three times is cured of all 
| diſ-aſes ; they call it, the Well of Youth. 
II drank thereof myſelf, and believe I am 

the better for it ever fince. | 


. 

Here they worſhip an Ox for his ſim- 
| plicity, whoſe dung and urige they preſerve 
m veſſels of gold, and preſent it to the 
King, who puts his hand into, it, and a- 
noints his breaſt and forehead, ſaying, 
| © I am anointed with the virtue of the 
| Ox.” And after him the nobles do the 
like, fo long as any is left. The idols they 
conſtantly worſhip are half men and half 
| oxen, before whom they often ſlay their 
children by way of ſacrifice. And when 
any man dies they burn him, in token of 
pennance ; and if he Jeaves no children, 
they burn his wife with him, ſaying, She 
ought to bear him company in the next 
world as ſhe did in this. 
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Of the Country of Lemory. Of the King 
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of Java's G Iden Palace. And of the 
Kingdom of Telonock. I 


- ROM thence 1 came to Lemory, | 


where the men and women go na- ; 
ked, and glory in it, ſaying, God made 


ſhould they be aſhamed of what God. 
made? Here are no marriages, but ell 
are common one with another. Their 
riches. are as common to each other as 
themſelves ; and tho' they have plenty of 
corn and other dainties, yet their chief | 
food is man's fleſh. Children from other 
countries are brought hither as merchane | 
dife to be ſold; and thoſe that are fat and 
plump are killed like pigs, for ſtately } 
banqueting ; and thoſe that are lean they | 
fatten and kill alio. Near the iſle is ano- | 
ther, where the nobility, as- a mark of 
diſtinction, are burned in the face with | 
hot ir3ns. . "Theſe ap hoid a perpetu- 
el war with ihe aforeſaid naked men and 
Women, | 


Q 
From thence, I travelled to Java, a 


| place abounding with all manner of ſpices, 
The King thereof has ſeven Kings under 
| him, and fo wealthy is he, that the ſtairs 
| and floors of his palace are covered with 


maſſy gold and filver, and the walls with 
the ſame. On w ich are written ancient 


ſtories of renowned Knights and valiant 


men at arms. 
Travelling from thence by ſea, I came 


'to the land of Telonoch; the King of 
which has as many wives as he vleaſes, 


and never lies but once with each wo- 


| man. Here is a miraculous wonder, for 
| the various ſorts of fiſhes that breed in the 
ſea, come once a year to land, and lie 


there three days, in which time the in- 


habitants take what they pleaſe, and the 


reſt return. Then comes another ſort, 
and does the like, till all have taken their 


turn; and no one knoweth the reaſon, 


except their King ; who is a mighty 
Prince, and has at his command forty 
thouſand elephants, upon whoſe backs 


when he goeth forth to fight he places 


mighty caſtles, whereby he conquers his 


CHAP. 


enemies. 
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CHAP. IV. 


$ | 
. Of 2 bloody Kind of People; and of | 
' People that have Heads like Hounds. ' 
t 


Jor far from the laſt enten place 
. is an iſland called Tarkonet, inha- 
F bited by : a wicked kind of people, whoſe | 
delight is in the ſla —— of | mankind, 4 
Pr blood they A with as much 
r pleaſure, as iſ it was the richeſt wine in 
e | the world. Moreover, he is accounted | 
» | moſt famous who.commits moſt murders, | 
and if two are at variance, they muſt 
% drink of each others blood. before they 
t. | can be reconciled. b 
% Departing from thence 1 came to ad 
a iſle of Macumerac, where the men and 
y women have heads like hounds, and wor- 
ſhip the ox. They fight well, and ſend 
che pruoners to heir King, who is a 
* peaceabl: and virtuous man, hindering | 
is | nobody from paſſing through his coun= | 

try. Abgut his neck he wears three hun- 
d. 4 prayers every morning before break } 
faſt. Here are wild beaſts, ſcrpents, &. 


| 
q 
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| or the Savage People dwelling in the Ifte 
ol Dodyn, 


| A FrER three days journey I came to 
Dodyn, where the child eats its pa- 


Tents, and the parents the child ; the 
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| huſband his wife, and the wife her huſ⸗ 
band. If a parent lies fic, the ſon goes 
to enquire of the Oracle whether they are 
| For life or daath? If for death, he returns 
with the pri · ſt and immediately ſtops the 
breath of the parent; which done, the 
body is ſtrait cut in pieces, and the rela- 
tions invited to come and feaſt upon it; 
| having eat the fleſh, they bury the bones 
Appt, joy and muſic.” | - 

The king of this place has twelve iſles 
| under his. government, viz. in the firſt 
ate men that eat ſiſh and fleſh raw, hav- 
ing but one eye, and that in the middle 
of their foreheads. In the ſecond are men 
Whole eyes are in their ſhoulders, and 
their mouths in their breaſts, having no 
heads. In the third are men with plain 


eccs, Without woes or eyes, but have two 


. WE 
holes inſlead of eyes, and flat mouths. - 
In the fourth are men with plain faces; 
without noſe, mouth, or eyes; but they | 
are on their backs and ſhoulders. In tha. 
fifth are men with lips jo large that they | | 
cover their faces while afleep. In the | 
ſixth are men very ſmall, being but two 


- 
1 


; feet high. In the ſeventh are men hang- 
e liog below their ſhoulders. In the eighth. 
are men that have feet like horſes, and 
s (run as ſwift. In the ninth are men go- 
e ſing upon all fours ; their ſkins are as 
„ rough as bears. In the tenth are men 
e going on their knees, with eight toes on, 
e each foot. In the eleventh are men with. 
_ [fingers and toes a yard long. And in the 
. [twelfth are people who are both men and 
s women, having the members of both to 
| [copulate with; and when they uſe the; a 
{male members they get children, and 


& when the female they bear. 
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of the Kingdem of Maneia. Of Pig- 
mies. Of the Province of Cathay, 
and the grandeur of its Emperor. 


VARTING from Dodyn, I came 
to Nancia, in which is the city of 
Caffa, having ten thouſand bridges, and 
en each bridge a ſtately tower. Married 
women here wear crowns vpoa. their 
heads as a diſtinction. The fowls are fix 
time larger than in England. Inſtead of 


V7 FO GS: whe: > 
feathers, bens wear wool, like ſheep, and 
n Have beards like cats, yet are ration- 


a and of good underſtanding. 


From thence | paſſed along the river 


that leads to the line of Pigmies, where 
the men and women are but three ſpans 
long, and marry when but half a year old, 
for as they are but of ſmall ſtature, fo 
their days are but ſhort ; for he is look- 
ed upon to be old who lives eight years. 

They are very ingenieus at working filk 
and cotton, which is their employ. Large 
men that live among them till the land, 


/ [4 I 
becauſe they are ** ſtrong enough to 
perform ſuch hard labour. 
From thence I travelled to the provinca 
of Catha, where are two cities, the old 
and the new. The new has twelve gates, 
„each a mile apart. In theſe cities the pa- 
lace of the Great Can is; in the hall are 
thirteen pillars of fine gold, the walls co- 
e | vered with red ſkins bf beaſts. In the 
centre is a lofty ſeat for the Great Caan, 
d | adorned with rubies, pearls and diamonds, 
d | and underneath are fountains flowing, 
ir | with a liquor for the ſupply of his court. 
Ix | At the lett hand are three ſeats for bis 
of | three wives, who fit in a degree below 
id | each other; and on his right hand fits his 
n- | ſon. and heir. In this hall is an artificial 
vine, which extends its branches over 
er | every part of the hall, on which appears 
re | finecluiters of grapes. 
ns | Here the Emperor informed me of the 
d, origin of his title, which was as follows: 
ſo | Under his goverament are ſeven lineages, 
k- | and it is not long ſince a poor man, 
rs. named Chanius, fleeping on his bed, was 
Ik | viſited by an apparition in the likeneſs. 
ge | of a nobleman, ſaying unto him, Ariſe, 
d, | for Gad hath ſent me unto thee, to ſay 
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unto thee, Go unto the ſeven Lineages, 
and tell them, that thou ſhalt be their 
mighty Emperor to deliver them from 
their enemies. The old man went, and 
having delivered his meſſage, they not 
only laughed at the old man, but called 
him * fools. Soon after this, 
it appeared to the ſeven Lineages, telling 
them it was the will of God it ſhould be 
fo for t eir deliverance ; whereupon they 
took the old man and made him Empe- 
ror, calling him a grat Caan, which 
| continues to t is day. To try tue loyal- 
ty of his nobility, he ſummoned them to- 
| gether, and ordered them to ſmite off the 
heads of their eldeſt ſons with their own 
hands; which they accordingly did. Af- 
ter this convincing proof he ſent them 


forth, and conquered all the countries a- 


round, together with the land of Catha, 
and then died, leaving his eldeſt ton Chi- 
cs Emperor, whoſe grandeur made him 
the preateſt Emperor of the world. 

This Caan is great, and may expend 
| forty millions yearly ; but his money is 
made of leather, for he builds his palaces 
of ſilver. In his preſence ch»mber is a 
gold pillar, in which is fixed a carbuncle 
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that gave continual light in the dark; 


his ſubjects have as many wives as they 
pleaſe; ſome have forty, fifty, an hundred, 
or more; and they marry their relations, 
except mothers, ſiſters, and daughters, 
Men and women go all in one ſort of ap- 
parel. When the Emperor dies he is put 
in a cart, and p'aced in the midſt of a tent. 
and they ſet before him a table furniſhed 
with m-at and mare's milk, and cloſe by 
it a horſe ſaddled and bridled, loaded with 
gold and filver, and having dug a deep 
pit, they lay him in it, with all the ſtuff 
about him, and alfo the horſe, mare, and 
colt, that he may not want for horſes in 
another world, and one of his chamber- 
lains is buried alive with him, that he may 
do him ſervice in another world. 
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Of the Land Gorgy and Bactrine. ou 


| "TT Ravelling from thence I came to the - 
| _* land of Gorgy, where dwell many] 
Chrifians. A great part of this country | 
is hid with perpetual darkneſs ; neverthe- |}; 
leſs they have often heard the crowing of IN 
Cocks, the cries of men, the trampling of I]: 
| Horſes, and claſhing of arms, tho none] 
| Knew what ſort of people they are; but. 
it is ſaid, a bloody minded Emperor whole 
purſued. the Chri''tians to put them to 
death, and was oppoſed by the hand off 
heaven, and the land covered with dark-|ſ 
neſs, ſo that he could purſue them no 
farther, but remaint with his hoit in con- 
tinual darkneſs. I! 
Then I travelled to the land of Bac- 
trine, where are many marvels. Trees! 
bearing wool, with which they make 
cloth. Likewiſe, creatures that are half 
| horſe, living ſometimes in water, and 
ſometimes on land, and they devour 
men when they meet with them. Uhere 
I have ſeen griffins, and the fore part lise 


[ 
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n eagle, the hinder parts like a lion.— 
There is likewiſe another kind of grif- 
fins, much larger and ſtronger than the 


former; alſo a great number of wild ani- 
mals of all kinds. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Of the Land of Preſtor John, and Part 
adjacent; and Sit John Mandeville's 
happy Return to England, &c. 

ROM thence I went to the eountry 
of Preſtor John, who is a noble Lord, 
and wedded the only daughter of the 

Great Caan. Such plenty of rich ſtones 

and diamonds there is in this country, that 


they make them into cups and diſhes. . In 
this land is a gravelly ſea, which ebbs and 
flows like the ocean, yet not one drop off | 
water is to be ſeen therein, yet nevertheleß 
men catch fiſh in it. A ſand runs in three 
days in a week, among which is found v 
many rubies. Trees grow from ſun-riſing 

to mid-day, beariug apples that are barder 
than iron, which tall unto the earth at 
noon ſucceſſively each day. Herz are wild 
men, who are very hairy, with horns on 
their heads; they ſpeak not, but roar like 


ſwine. : 
At Pitt in, a place in this kingdom, are 


men very ſmall, but not fo ſmall as tht 


© 0-5 
Pigmies. They live on the ſmell of ap- 
ples. On tke other iſland are men over- 
 ferown with feathers, like the fowls of 
che air. Near the river Poiſon there is an 
| enchanted valley between two hills; here 
J are tempeſts and ſtorms like ſhricks and 
cries, ſo they call it the vailey of Devils; 
day and night the ſourd of muſic and 
much feaſting is heard in it; alſo contains 
great ſtore of gold and ſilver, for the lucre 
of whi:h many have gone to it, but never 
came back again. Beyond this valley is 
the Iſle of Girty, where men are 40 feet 
high, and ſheep bigger than oxen. _ 
Then I came to an iſland of fair and 
leaſant people, where the cuſtom was to 
hire men to get the maidenhead of the 
bride when ſhe was married. I aſked- 
nd what was the reaſon for ſo doing? and 
My was anſwered, that ſome of thoſe women 
lf had had ſerpents formerly within their 
IF bodies, which ſtung the huſband by the 
Wh yard, fo that he died. _ RR 
ou The Emperor, Preſtor John, when he 
Ke goes to battle, hath three golden crofles 
carried before him, ſet with precious 
i} ſtones, and each uarded by one thouſand 
1 f. hting men. He has a moſt ſuperb pa- 


—. 


I Will no longer 
0 to the name of the firſt that 
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lace and ſeven Kings, ſeventy two Dukes, 
three bun: red Earls, and thirty two Biſh- 

ops to wait upon every day. 

. Beyond this place is a large wilderneſs, 

in which grow ſpeaking trees, cal.ed the 
Trees of the Sun and Moon; and u ho- 
ever eats of the fruit thereof, lives fourfor 
five hundred years; and ſome never die. 


Theſe trees forth ld Alexander's death. 


I would willingly have gone to fee them, 
but was prevented by lions, dragons, &c. 
The reaſon of this Empetor's being 


called Preſtor John was as follows: He 


bappened in his progreſs to go into a 
Chriſtian church in E pt, on the Satur- 


Tt | 


an 


day aſter Whitſunday {IMG the Biſhop ö 


gave orders, and he Med who they were 
| that ſtood before the Biſhop ? his anſwer 


was, They are prieſts. Then, ſaid he, 
be called Emperor, but 


comes forth, whoſe name was John. 
Therefore, the Emperofs of that country 
ever ſince have been called Preſtor John. 


Towards the Eaſt cf this palace is an 
ihand, where is a mountain of gold duſt, 


kept by piſmires, whole induſtrious la- 
bours is to part the fine ſrom the courſe, 
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They are larger than the Engliſh hounds, 

Sand it is difficult for any one to gain the 
8 tteaſure, through fear of them, for they 
[ting to death. e 
fe, Near to this place is a dark wilderneſs, 
he full of mountains and craggy rocks, no 
o- manner of light appearing to diſtinguiſh 
Or the day from night. Beyond this is the 
[© [Paradiſe where Adam and Eve were, 


nat I whoſe ground is the higheſt in the world, 
18. | The flood was not fo high as this moun- 
try tain. No man can come to the Paradiſe 
1. [by land for huge rocks and mountains, 
an f nor by ſea for reſtleſs waves and danger= 
iſt, ous waters. Some that haye attempted 
la- it have been ſtruck dead, others blind, 


4 22 5 


This Preſtor John and his people are 5 


baptized, hold with three Pertons in the 
Trinity, and are very devout in what they 
profels. They have plenty of cattle, and 
the land is divided into twenty two pro- 


vinces, every ore of which hath a king. 


In this country alſo is a gravelly ſea, con- 
taining the like wonders in that before- 


mentioned: 
Towards the Faſt fide of Preſtor John 


lies the iſland of Te prabone, being a very 


pleaſant and ſpacious place, abounding 
with unſpeakable plenty, and all manner 
of rich fruits and ſpice. The King of 
this country pays obedience and is ſubject 
to Preftor John ; ro whom he pays a very 
large revenue. This king is always made 
by election. To our wonderful admira- 
tion here are two ſummers and two win- 
ters, every year they have two harveſts; 


and as for their herbs and flowers rhey os 


ways flouriſh. The people ate of a kind 
and loving diſpoſition, being for the moſt 
part of them Chriſtian profeſſors, whole 
laws, cuſtoms, manners, and actions are 
as reaſonable as their profeſſion, to which 
they adhere dic] ſtrictly. 


afte 
ſafe 


r 
Between N Jobe country and 
This iſland is a ſmall river that men wade 
© cr from country to country, without 
7 anger of being drowned. pu | 
"I Theſe iſlands and kingdoms of Preſtor 
Jonn are directly under the earth from 
> England. We are feet to feet, as | can 
Y ſure the reader, from the greateſt expe- 
Fence of my long travels; of which I at 
laſt grew weary, and being defirous oace - 
more to ſee the land of my nativity, I. - 
ccordingly ſet fail for England, and 


ost letter a very favourable paſſage, arrived 

le ſafe on my native ſhore, to the great joy 

ble end ſatisfaction of all my friends. And 

ch ince my arrival have been employed, 2 
he help of my journals, in compiling this 
book, which gives an account of what 


ed; and a great many firanger thingy 
| than are here recited. 
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] have ſeen i in my travels, ſome of which 

for theit ſtrangenefs may ſeem incredi- 
ble, but thoſe thai will not believe the 
truth of theſe things, let them but read 

the book of Mappa Mundi, and they 
will find a great part of it there continu- 


„ 


